
 

Irish Regional Conference 2022 - International report 

Introduction:  

Since the last Irish Regional Conference Unite has continued to work actively at the European and 

wider international level. The demand from members for support in international work increased 

significantly during the Covid19 pandemic as a huge number of multinational companies sought to 

restructure their operations and as members and officers sought international comparisons on 

health and safety issues as well as employment protection schemes. As the Covid19 pandemic has 

begun to ease the conflict between Russia and the Ukraine has erupted with potentially massive 

consequences for workers in Europe and globally. At the same time the ongoing Brexit process 

continues to present enormous challenges to the interests of Unite members and work to fight 

against the negative impacts of the process is a central work area of the union internationally.  

In addition to these new areas of work Unite has continued to be fully active in the European and 

Global Trade Union Federations to which it is affiliated, continued its work with sister unions in 

Workers Uniting, been heavily engaged around multinational companies in all sectors, and 

continued to play a full role in all its priority solidarity work, such as in relation to Palestine, 

Colombia and Turkey/Kurdistan. More details are given below.  

Brexit 

Since the last Irish Regional Conference Unite has been extremely active in trying to protect Unite 

members from many negative impacts of Brexit. This has ranged from efforts to keep Unite reps in 

European Works Councils, political lobbying to protect the food, drink and agricultural sector, 

opposition to attacks on rights emanating from European employment legislation, intervening to 

help get US tariffs on steel lifted, and opposing the UK’s TUC decision to halve its affiliation to the 

European TUC. It is clear that Brexit is having a huge impact upon Unite members and wider society 

on the Ireland of Ireland and Unite will continue its efforts to make sure that working people do not 

pay the price for Brexit. 

Global federations  

Unite continues to play a full roll in the global and European trade union federations that it affiliates 

to including: IndustriALL-Global & IndustriALL-Europe (manufacturing sectors); UNI global and UNI 

Europe (finance, services, and graphical); ITF and ETF (transport); IUF and EFFAT (Food, Agriculture 

and Hospitality); BWI and EFBWW (construction) and PSI and EPSU (public services). Work includes 

organising, campaigns, industrial solidarity, company/ sector networks, EWCs and Global framework 

agreements.  

Multinationals  

Unite remains extremely active in the work of building stronger international trade union alliances 

aimed at holding multinational companies to account and ensuring their adherence to international 

labour standards. Unite continues to actively participate in multinational networks and sector 

networks through the federations and Workers Uniting.  A major area of work recently has been to 

ensure that UK employees remain within the scope of EWC’s and that their representatives retain 

full rights post Brexit, this has not been an easy task. As Unite battles to maintain a presence for UK 

members and rights within existing EWCs, at European level discussions are beginning around 

initiatives to review and strengthen EWC legislation further for EU member states.  



 

Workers Uniting  

Unite is part of a transnational union with United steelworkers of North America and Los Mineros of 

Mexico. Workers Uniting also has a partnership with Fensuagro, the most persecuted trade union in 

Colombia whose members are regularly threatened and murdered. Workers Uniting gives practical 

and political support and work continues industrially on common companies and sectors as well as 

joint work on political and solidarity projects.   

Solidarity  

Colombia - Colombia remains the most dangerous place in the world to be a trade unionist, and 

Unite is continuing its solidarity work with the trade union movement there. Unite continues to 

campaign with Justice for Colombia for the peace process to be implemented fully by the Colombian 

government. Despite the FARC adhering to its side of the agreement and some aspects of the 

agreement moving forward well, the Colombian government has been slow in many other parts and 

the violence against former combatants continues to rise. Unite has also continued take part in all-

party delegations from Ireland in support of the Colombian peace process. Unite is affiliated to 

Justice for Colombia Ireland. 

Turkey / Kurds / Syria – Unite has been at the forefront of the Freedom for Ocalan UK trade Union 

campaign set up in 2016. Abdullah Ocalan is the Kurdish political leader who has been held in prison 

in Turkey for over 22 years in total isolation against international and Turkish domestic law. He 

speaks for the Kurdish people’s aspirations for freedom from political and cultural oppression and 

for democracy and peace. From his prison cell, Mr Öcalan has led a campaign for peace, equality, 

democracy, freedom and women’s liberation. His writings have inspired many around the world but 

most prominently in Rojava – North East Syria – where the people there, upon defeating ISIS, have 

started to develop an equal democratic society that reflect these values, with women front and 

centre. Unite will continue to assist in organising all party delegation to the Kurdish areas of Iraq and 

North east Syria. 

Palestine – Unite continues to work with the Palestine Solidarity Campaign and Palestinian civil 

society to highlight the dire situation facing the Palestinians and build international solidarity. In 

2016 Unite passed a motion at its policy conference identifying Israel as an apartheid state. Since 

then reports from Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, Israeli human rights organisation 

B’Tselem, and the UN special rapporteur, have all identified Israel as practicing the crime of 

apartheid. Unite will continue to support to the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign as 

called for by Palestinian civil society and will continue to send delegations to the area so members 

have first-hand experience of the situation that faces Palestinians. Unite will continue to push this 

narrative and understanding of the reality in Palestine in the European and Global federations. 

Other Solidarity – Unite will continue to actively support the solidarity campaigns of Cuba, 

Venezuela, Nicaragua, Iran, Brazil and Western Sahara. Unite has also actively supported the Indian 

famers during their nationwide actions in 2021.  
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