
 
 

 

 

Martin O' Halloran 

Chief Executive Officer  

Health and Safety Authority 

 

Dublin, July 27th 2017 

 

Re. Crane Operators’ concerns regarding health and safety / certification procedures 

 

Dear Mr O’Halloran, 

UNITE represents over 90% of crane operators in Ireland, and I am writing on behalf of our Crane 

Operators’ Committee to express our grave disappointment at the HSA’s apparent failure to act on 

serious health and safety concerns raised by us earlier this year. 

You may be aware that we have corresponded with Michael McDonagh, HSA Head of Construction 

Policy, to outline our concerns regarding certification procedures for crane operators.  We are aware 

of numerous instances where persons have been issued with a certificate having completed a week 

or less training, despite the requirement that a person have 6 months’ training before a ticket is 

issued. We have provided evidence showing that certificates are being issued to persons who do not 

fulfil the relevant training and experience criteria, and understand that some actions have been 

taken to investigate the concerns raised.   

Despite constructive meetings with Mr McDonagh and apparent investigations, these breaches of 

procedure are continuing and pose a serious safety risk both to construction workers and to 

members of the general public. We continue on a daily basis to see dangerous working practices 

taking place on the country’s skyline. 

On June 23rd, UNITE notified the HSA that, given the apparent inability of the HSA and SOLAS to 

prevent companies or individuals exploiting loopholes to have CSCS cards issued to persons not 

meeting the criteria, we had issued a ban on training tower crane operators.  This ban has been in 

force since May 26th, and all UNITE members will continue enforcing the ban until such time as we 

have confidence in the integrity of the training and certification process. 

Given that UNITE represents over 90% of tower crane operators, you will appreciate the serious 

implications of this ban – a ban we feel is necessary in the interests of safety. Despite this ban, CSCS 

cards for tower crane operators continue to be issued. 



We are calling on the HSA to: 

 Ensure that all training and experience requirements are fully met prior to certification 

 Work with Unite Tower Crane Operators’ Committee, and encourage SOLAS to work 
with Unite, to improve training standards for crane operators 

 Ensure that reported health and safety breaches attract an appropriate inspection, and 
that the results are reported transparently 

 Facilitate a working group including the Minister, Unite Tower Crane Operators’ 
Committee, HSA and SOLAS to amend and strengthen the current regulations in order to 
ensure a safe working environment. 
 

Given UNITE’s high level of membership in the sector, we would also be in a position to maintain a 

training register which could be used to independently verify trainees' applications. 

We look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Tayra McKee 

Team Leader 

Organising Department 

Unite the Union 

On behalf of: Unite Tower Crane Operators’ Committee 


